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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1803

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmttee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Linville, Rockefeller, Anderson, Delvin,
McDernott, Mlintire, Wods and Sinpson; by request of Comm ssioner of
Publ i ¢ Lands)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of the |egacy trust for recreation
and conservation; anending RCW 79.01.612; creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that during the
2003 legislative session, the conm ssioner of public |ands brought
forward the idea of the creation of a |l egacy trust in the formof House
Bill No. 1803 and Senate Bill No. 5750. The |egacy trust was proposed
to serve as a new land trust, managed by the departnment of natura
resources, the revenue from which would be dedicated to supporting
recreational access and use on state-owned | ands.

(2) The legislature concurs with the conm ssioner of public |ands
that the denmand for the use and enjoynent of public |ands is extensive
and grow ng and that the quality of recreational experiences, safety to
the public, upkeep of trails and facilities, and protection of |and
from ecol ogi cal inpacts may be in jeopardy.

(3) The legislature further finds that the ideas brought forward by
the comm ssioner of public |lands, as well as other ideas for achieving
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simlar goals, deserves the attention of select legislators in the
interimbetween the 2003 and 2004 | egi sl ative sessions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Ajoint select commttee on the |egacy
trust proposal is established to consider, study, and reviewthe | egacy
trust proposal brought forward by the conm ssioner of public |ands for
establishing a stable, long-termrevenue source to support recreational
access and use on state-owned |ands, and to consider any alternate
met hods to achieve the sane goals. One alternative for the committee
to research is any options available for obtaining federal forest |and
| ocated in Washington to be used as part of the legacy trust's |and
base.

(2) The nmenbership of the joint select commttee consists of:

(a) One nenber from each caucus of the house of representatives,
selected by the speaker of the house or representatives, from the
menbership of the agriculture and natural resources committee;

(b) One nenber from each caucus of the house of representatives,
selected by the speaker of the house of representatives, from the
menbership of the capital budget commttee;

(c) One nenber from each caucus of the senate, selected by the
president of the senate, from the nenbership of the parks, fish, and
wildlife commttee;

(d) One nenber from each caucus of the senate, selected by the
president of the senate, from the nenbership of the ways and neans
comm ttee.

(3) The staff for the conmttee will be provided by the office of
program research and senate commttee services.

(4) The commttee will report to the legislature by Decenber 31,
2003, wth its recommendations in the formof draft |egislation.

Sec. 3. RCW79.01.612 and 1993 ¢ 49 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (4) of this section,
t he departnent of natural resources shall manage and control all |ands
acquired by the state by escheat or under chapter 79.66 RCW and all
| ands acquired by the state by deed of sale or gift or by devise
except such | ands which are conveyed or devised to the state to be used
for a particular purpose. The departnent shall |ease the lands in the
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same manner as school |ands. Wen the departnent determines to sel
the lands, they shall be initially offered for sale either at public
auction or direct sale to public agencies as provided in this chapter.
|f the lands are not sold at public auction, the departnment may, wth
approval of the board of natural resources, nmarket the |ands through
persons |icensed under chapter 18.85 RCWor through other commercially
feasi ble neans at a price not |ower than the | and' s apprai sed val ue and
pay necessary marketing costs from the sale proceeds. Necessary
mar keti ng costs includes reasonable costs associated with advertising
t he property and payi ng comm ssions. The proceeds of the | ease or sale
of all such lands shall be deposited into the appropriate fund in the
state treasury in the manner prescribed by |aw, except if the grantor
in any such deed or the testator in case of a devise specifies that the
proceeds of the sale or | ease of such | ands be devoted to a particul ar
pur pose such proceeds shall be so applied. The departnent may enpl oy
agents to rent any escheated, deeded, or devised |ands, or |ands
acqui red under chapter 79.66 RCW for such rental and tine and in such
manner as the departnent directs, but the property shall not be rented
by such agent for a l|longer period than one year and no tenant is
entitled to conpensation for any inprovenent which he makes on such
property. The agent shall cause repairs to be nade to the property as
the department directs, and shall deduct the cost thereof, together
Wi th such conpensation and comm ssion as the departnent authorizes
fromthe rentals of such property and the remainder which is collected
shall be transmitted nonthly to the departnment of natural resources.

(2) Wien land is acquired by the state by escheat which because of
its location or features may be suitable for park purposes, the
departnent shall notify the state parks and recreati on comm ssion. The
departnent and the comm ssion shall jointly evaluate the land for its
suitability for park purposes, based upon the features of the | and and
the need for park facilities in the vicinity. Were the departnent and
conm ssion determne that such land is suitable for park purposes, it
shall be offered for transfer to the comm ssion, or, in the event that
the comm ssion declines to accept the land, to the local jurisdiction
providing park facilities in that area. Wen so offered, the paynent
requi red by the recipient agency shall not exceed the costs incurred by
t he departnent in managi ng and protecting the |and since receipt by the
state.
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(3) The departnent nmay review |ands acquired by escheat since
January 1, 1983, for their suitability for park purposes, and apply the
eval uation and transfer procedures authorized by subsection (2) of this
section.

(4)(a) Any land that is acquired by the state between the effective
date of this act and June 30, 2004, either by gift, escheat, devise, or
grant, that is not conveyed for a particular purpose, may be held by
the departnent separate fromany existing land trusts.

(b) If by June 30, 2004, the legislature establishes the |egacy
trust pursuant to sections 1 and 2 of this act, or any other | and trust
designed to provide financial support for the nmanagenent of public
recreational access and use on state-owned lands, then any land held
pursuant to this subsection shall be transferred to the new | and trust
and nanaged pursuant to legislative direction.

(c) If by June 30, 2004, the legislature does not create a new | and
trust, any land held pursuant to this subsection nust be managed in
accordance with subsections (1) and (2) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act expire July
1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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